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He JCS BO68O, Request olarlfloaticKU of yous* dlreoti'^e 
In the li^it of Its qualified requirements that X (l) oontiine 
to defend In auccesBlve positions subjeot to primary consider" 
atlon of the safety of tnw troops end ay basic mission of 
protecting Japan j and (2) that I vlthdrav fr<^ Korea to Japan 
:lr In my Judgiaent it becomes evident lAiat evacuation is 
essential to avoid severe loss of men and materiel, 

xa vlev of the self-evident fact that ay o<sumand as 
presently ooiiatltuted la of insufficient strength to hold a 
position In Korea and slmultaneoi^aly protect Japan against 
external assaiat, strategic dispositions taken in the present 
situation must be based upon overriding political policy 
©stabliaiilng the relativity of American Interests In th** 

Far East, There la no doubt but that a beachhead can 
oe he3.d by our ©atlstlng forces for a limited time In Korea. 

aooongillshed vlthout losses. Hhethor 

f-Mch losses irere regarded as "severe^ or not vould t<Ta: 

oe^ali^ e^ent d epen d upon the oennotatt^ ■ESf 

, term. The command vas com^tted so the K**rean lEo 

I the Horth Korean Invasion Army iihloh in due course 

uas effectively destroyed. It vas not the Intent that It 
engage the armies of the Chinese Ration and doubtless It 
would not have been committed at all had there been fore- 
seeable prospect that it would find It necessary to do so 
^ defease , The troops are tired from a long a Tiid 

difficult ca&qtalgn^ embittered by the shameful propaganda 
tdJloh has falsely ooMemned their courage and fitting 
qualities In misunderstood retrograde maneuver^ and tfnelr 
Kjoralc will become a serious threat to their battle efficiency 
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imlfiss the political hasls upon ■shloh tb«y are aelced to 
trade life ifor time is clearly delineated, fully understood, 
and so lapelllng that the haaards of battle are Cheerfully 
accepted . 

ils 1 stated In ay 0 52391 In reply to urmsg JOa 99935# 

1 aa in full ai^eeaent ulth your estiaate that the llnitatlons 
and conditions, vlzs Ho rei^oroesKints, continued restrictions 
upon Chinese nationalist allitary action# no aeasures x>eijfflis» 
slble against China continental military potential, end ^e 
concentration of China *8 lailitary force in the Ztorean'‘£9en<diurian t 
sector, eventually vlll render the military position of the 
cosmiand in Korea uutenal^e. Under these oondltiooya in the 
absence of overriding political ooruiiderations the command 
should be withdrawn from the Pcuainsula just as rapidly as it 
is tactically feasible to do so. <hi the other hand, if the 
primary political interest of the United States in the Far 
East lies in holding a position in Shrea and thus pinning 
down a large segment of the Chinese military potential, the 
jallitery course is lu^llolt in political policy and we should 
be prepared to accept 'chatever casualties x*esiut and wiss 
attendant hazard to Japan <s security. 

The issue really boils down to the question of whether 
OF not the United States Intends to evacuate Korea and Involves 
a decision of hii^est natioxmtl and international toiportanoe, 
far above the competence of a heater Oommtnder guided largely 
by incidents affecting the tactical situation develc^ing upon 
& very limited field of action. Hor is it a decision tshioh 
should b© left to the initiative of enemy action which in 
effect would be the determining criteria under a reasonable 
intei?pretation of your message. My query therefore amoiants | 
to this: Is it the present objective of United States political 

policy to Eiaintain a military position in Bhrea - indefLoitely, j 
for a limited time, or to minimise losses by evacuation as j 
soon as it can be aoccn^lisbed? / 
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As I have hefore pointed out« under the entraordlnaa?;^ 
limit attons and oonditions loposed upon the oomnand in Btorea 
its mllltaxy position is Tiutenahle, hut it can hold for 
length of time up to its complete destmotion, if overriding 
[ political considerations so dictate. Request jfour olarifioa-- 
1 tlon. f 
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